THE  STROBE 

FITCHBURG  STATE  COLLEGE"  S  NEWSPAPER 


Issue  4 


October  11.  1995 


Smart  Choices  to  be  reinstated 


by  Kimberly  E.  Yard 
Contributing  writer 

It's  a  girl!  Nineteen-inch 
Matti  Christine  Phaneuf  was 
born  on  Thursday,  September 
21.  The  Smart  Choices  Program 
Coordinator,  Holly  Kreidler- 
Phaneuf,  has  her  hands  full  with 
her  new  6  lbs,  13  oz,  baby  girl 
and  a  recently  reinstated  Smart 
Choices  program. 

Last  semester,  the  proposal 
for  the  Smart  Choices  program 
to  be  reinstated  part-time  was 
denied  and  money  from  the  grant 
that  funded  the  program  was 
depleted.  Two  weeks  ago,  Presi- 
dent Riccards  agreed  to  continue 
the  program  which  will  start  in 
the  Spring  of  1996. 

For  the  past  two  years, 
Kreidler-Phaneuf  has  been 
working  with  faculty,  teachers, 
and  students  to  try  and  cut  down 
the  level  of  substance  abuse  on 
campus.  Smart  Choices  has 
made  a  substantial  impact  on 
how  students  feel  about  the  ef- 
fects of  substance  abuse.  It  gave 
professors  a  chance  to  teach 
about  substance  abuse  through 
the  use  of  the  Curriculum  Infu- 
sion Program. 

Campus  organizations  have 
cooperated  with  Smart  Choices 
by  providing  non-alcoholic 
events  for  students.  Volunteer 
students  are  trained  to  be  Peer 


Smart  Choices  Coordinator  Holly  Kreidler- 
Phaneuf  and  her  new  baby. 
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Educators  to  raise  awareness 
about  the  campus  drinking  en- 
vironment. Residence  life  and 
the  Campus  Center  have  contin- 
ued to  provide  alternative  pro- 
grams and  activities  on  campus, 
such  as  roller-skating,  movies, 
etc. 

Smart  Choices  keeps  stu- 
dents aware  of  substance  abuse 
and  their  effects,  such  as  sexual 
assault,  battery,  addiction,  drink- 
ing and  driving,  and  AIDS. 
These  issues  are  discussed 
through  events  such  as  the 
Clothesline    Project, Health 


Awareness  Week,  and  AIDS 
Awareness  Week.  Smart 
Choices  has  also  provided  a 
Substance  Awareness  Guide 
which  gives  information  about 
substance  abuse  and  lists  sev- 
eral local  organizations  who 
can  help.  The  involvement  of 
the  Insight  Program  works 
with  off-campus  students  to 
help  them  deal  with  their 
problems. 

Kimberly  E.  Yard  is  a  Se- 
nior, Business  Marketing  ma- 
jor. 


AIDS  Awareness  Day 
slated  for  Oct.  26th 


by  Kimberly  Lajoie 
Staff  writer 

"HTV  &  Children"  has  been 
the  theme  selected  for  the  5  th 
Annual  Fitchburg  State  College 
HIV/AIDS  Awareness  Day. 
This  event  will  be  held  in  the 
Hammond  Building  on  Thurs- 
day, October  26th. 

The  goal  for  Richard  Kruse, 
the  chairperson  for  the  FSC 
HTV/AIDS  Task  Force,  is  to  edu- 
cate the  college  community  on 
prevention. 

"It's  a  problem  that  relates  to 
any  other  societal  problem  we 
could  name,"  said  Kruse.  "That 
includes  includes  violence,  drug 
problems,  racial  problems,  and 
sex  problems."  He  hopes  that 
students  attending  Awareness 
Day  will  realize  that  HIV/AIDS 
is  a  central  issue  in  our  society. 

Kruse  suggests  that  there  are 
two  ways  of  looking  at  the  HIV/ 
AIDS  issue.  First,  the  college 
needs  to  look  at  those  who  are 
infected,  and  those  who  are  af- 
fected. 

'We  are  all  affected  -  all  of 
us  -  whether  we  like  it  or  not," 
he  said.  The  primary  reason  for 
this  program,  then,  is  to  educate 
the  entire  college  community  - 
affected  or  infected. 

The  Task  Force  has  sched- 


uled many  professionals  to 
speak  at  this  event.  They  in- 
clude, but  are  not  limited  to,  Dr. 
Deloris  Barbbau  from  Fitchburg 
Family  Practice,  Lilia  Chavez,  a 
social  worker  in  Pediatric  AIDS 
at  UMASS  Medical  in  Worces- 
ter, and  Dr.  John  Sullivan,  the 
Director  of  Pediatric  Immunol- 
ogy at  UMASS  Medical  Center. 
Kruse  realizes  that  the  major- 
ity of  students  are  interested  in 
the  panel  discussion  of  people 
living  with  AIDS.  Four  speak- 
ers have  been  scheduled  for  this 
event  -  an  infected  mother,  an 
infected  father,  an  infected 
young  man,  and  an  affected 
daughter. 

"One  of  the  things  that  we 
have  learned  from  our  past  work 
is  that  the  greatest  number  of 
people  attend  from  10:30  to 
12:30  on  Awareness  Day,"  said 
Kruse.  In  preparation  for  that, 
the  Task  Force  has  set  up  work- 
shops during  those  time  slots  in 
conjunction  with,  but  separate 
from,  the  speakers.  Kruse  hopes 
that  this  way  students  won't  feel 
that  they  are  constricted  to  learn- 
ing about  HIV/AIDS  in  the  Ellis 
White  Lecture  Hall. 

He  would  like  to  alert  stu- 
dents of  the  HJV/AIDS  resource 
library  located  in  Health  Ser- 
cont.  on  page  3 


Freedom  Trail  walk  to  raise  money  for  Boston's  Homeless 


by  Anna  Allen 
News  Editor 

In  an  attempt  to  increase  the 
awareness  of  the  homeless  epi- 
demic, the  Freedom  Trail  is 
holding  a  charity  walk  to  raise 
money  for  The  Friend's  of 
Boston's  Homeless. 

On  Sunday,  November  12th 
a  walk  for  the  homeless  will  be 
held  at  the  Freedom  Trail  in  Bos- 
ton. Registration  will  open  at  9 
a.m.  and  the  walk  will  begin  at 
the  Boston  Common  Visitor 
Center  at  10  a.  m.  Registration 
is  $  10  for  adults,  $5  for  children, 
and  anyone  under  six  can  walk 
for  free.  At  the  event  registra- 
tion for  adults  will  increase  to 


$12. 

Participants  will  walk  the 
entire  Freedom  Trail,  which  is  2 
and  1/2  miles  long.  There  will 
be  twenty  stops  with  guided  ex- 
planations of  the  history  and  sig- 
nificance of  the  various  sites. 
These  sites  will  include  the  Bos- 
ton Common,  King's  Chapel, 
and  Old  South  Meeting  House, 
as  well  as  Faneiul  Hall,  the  Paul 
Revere  House,  Old  North 
Church,  Bunker  Hill,  and 
Charlestown  Navy  Yard.  Walk- 
ers will  also  be  educated  on  the 
life  of  the  homeless  during  the 
colonial  era. 

"Despite  the  fact  that  over  4 
million  visitors  from  around  the 
world  walk  the  Freedom  Trail 


each  year,  many  people  from 
New  England  and  Boston  have 
never  taken  the  opportunity  to 
discover  the  rich  history  in  then- 
back  yard,"  says  Fred  Davis,  the 
Executive  Director  of  the  Free- 
dom Trail  Foundation.  "It  is 
time  to  increase  local  interest  in 
one  of  America's  great  destina- 
tions." 

Entertainment  will  be  pro- 
vided throughout  the  course  of 
the  day,  with  a  cast  of  celebri- 
ties present  to  educate  and  en- 
tertain the  walkers.  Among 
these  celebrities  you  will  find 
George  and  Martha  Washington, 
the  Lexington  Minuteman,  Paul 
Revere,  the  5th  regiment  of  the 
British  Brigade,  Uncle  Sam, 


clowns,  bands,  and  much  more. 

Snacks  will  also  be  provided 
along  the  route  and  then  again 
at  Barrett's  Restaurant  for  a  post- 
party  event. 

Each  walker  that  participates 
in  this  event  will  receive  a  sou- 
venir map,  and  a  commemora- 
tive photo  with  a  guest  celebrity. 
The  first  250  walkers  to  climb 
all  294  steps  of  the  Bunker  Hill 
Monument  will  receive  a  special 
bonus  prize,  and  for  each  of 
these  people  Boston  City  Hos- 
pital will  donate  and  additional 
$10  to  the  Friends  of  Boston's 
Homeless.  All  walkers  raising 
over  $  1 00  dollars  will  be  entered 
into  a  raffle  to  win  a  VIP  trip  for 
four  to  Washington  D.C.,  includ- 


ing airfare,  lodging,  and  admis- 
sion to  special  attractions. 

The  Friends  of  Boston's 
Homeless  is  a  non-profit  orga- 
nization that  raises  funds  for 
transitional  programs  that  are 
designed  to  help  the  homeless 
who  use  the  Boston's  Homeless 
Serivces  emergency  shelters. 
"The  Freedom  Trail  exists  to 
help  people  move  on  in  their 
lives,"  said  Catherine  Matthews 
Collings  of  the  Freedom  Trail 
hotline.  "Therefore,  it  is  fitting 
to  use  the  colonial  trail  to  make 
a  better  life  for  the  homeless." 

For  more  information  and 
entry  forms  call  the  walk  hotline 
at  (617)  964-8111. 


Field  Hockey 
wins  against 
the  Endicott 
Power  Gulls. 
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Football  team 
still  looking  for 


a  win 
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PRINGIPLESfl/SdUND    RETIREMENT    INVESTING 


RECENTLY, 
MORNINGSTAR  CALLED 

US  CHEAP. 

ITS  NOT  EVERY  DAY 

YOU  GET  A  COMPLIMENT 

LIKE  THAT. 


All  financial  companies  charge  operating  fees 
and  expenses  —  some  more  than  others.  Of 
course,  the  lower  the  expenses  you  pay,  the  better. 
That  way  more  of  your  money  goes  where  it 
should  —  towards  building  a  comfortable  future. 

We  make  low  expenses  a  high  priority. 

Because  of  our  size  and  our  exclusive  focus  on 
serving  the  needs  of  educational  and  research 
communities,  TIAA-CREF's  costs  are  among  the 
lowest  in  the  insurance  and  mutual  funds 
industries.1 

In  fact,  Morningstar,  Inc.  —  one  of  the  nation's 
leading  sources  of  variable  annuity  and  mutual 
fund  information  —  says,  "Size  isn't  a  constraint; 
it.. .enables  CREF  to  realize  a  remarkable  economy 
of  scale."2  According  to  Morningstar's  data, 
CREF's  "minuscule"  0.31%  average  fund  expense 
charge  was  less  than  half  that  charged  by 
comparable  funds.3 

TIAA's  traditional  annuity  also  charges  no  fees 


aside  from  a  very  modest  operating  expense  of 
1/4  of  1%  of  annuity  assets.  Interest  and 
dividends  are  reported  after  all  operating  costs 
have  been  deducted.  Standard  &  Poor's  calls 
TIAA's  costs  "exceptionally  low. 

Of  course,  expenses  are  only  one  factor  to 
consider  when  you  make  an  investment  decision. 
While  we're  committed  to  keeping  our  expenses 
down,  we  spare  nothing  in  trying  to  provide  top- 
quality  investment  choices,  financial  expertise, 
and  personal  service.   Because  that  can  make  a 
difference  in  the  long  run,  too. 

TIAA-CREF  seeks  performance,  not  profit. 

At  TIAA-CREF,  we  believe  people  would  like 
to  spend  more  on  retirement,  not  on  their  retire- 
ment company.   If  you'd  like  to  see  how  our 
approach  can  help  keep  more  of  your  money 
working  for  you,  call  us  at  1  800  842-2776  (8 
a.m.  to  1 1  p.m.  ET,  weekdays).  We'd  consider  it 
a  compliment. 


Ensuring  the  future 
for  those  who  shape  it.SM 

1.  Standard  d  Poor's  Insurance  Rating  Analysu,  1995;  Lipper  Analytical  Services,  Inc.,  Lipper-Director's  Analytical  Data,  1995  (Quarterly).  2.  Source: 

Morningstar,  Variable  Annuities/ 'Life  4/12/95.  3.  Of  the  2,358  variable  annuity  funds  tracked  by  Morningstar,  the  average  fund  has  annual  expenses  of 

0.78%  plus  an  insurance  expense  of  1.24%.  Source:  Morningstar,  Inc.,  for  periods  ending 

July  31,  1995.  4.  Standard  d  Poor's  Insurance  Rating  Analysis,  1995. 

TIAA-CREF  expenses  are  subject  to  change  and  are  not  guaranteed  for  the  future.  CREF  is  a  variable  annuity  and  its  returns  are  not  guaranteed. 

The  value  of  your  investment  can  go  up  or  down,  no  matter  what  expense  levels  are.  CREF  certificates  are  distributed  by  TIAA-CREF  Individual 

and  Institutional  Services.  For  more  complete  information,  including  charges  and  expenses,  call  1  800  842-2773,  extension  5509,  for  a  prospectus. 

Read  the  prospectus  carefully  before  you  invest  or  send  money.   Date  of  first  use:  7/95. 
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German  band  performs  with  Fitchburg  Jazz  Ensemble 


Special  to  The  Strobe 

During  the  week  of  October 
9-16,  students  and  teachers  from 
the  Konrad  Adenauer  Gymna- 
sium (KAG)  in  Kleve,  Germany 
will  be  visiting  the  Fitchburg 
area.  As  part  of  the  "sister  cit- 
ies" programs  of  international 
cultural  exchange,  students  en- 
rolled in  the  KAG  Big  Band 
music  program  will  perform  a 
series  of  concerts  in  local 
schools. 

The  visit,  organized  by 
Michael  Lanava  of  the  Industrial 
Development  Commission  of 
the  city  of  Fitchburg,  will  in- 
clude a  week-long  stay  in  the 
Fitchburg  area  followed  by  a 
tour  of  Boston,  the  White  Moun- 
tains of  New  Hampshire,  and 
New  York  City. 

The  Konrad  Adenauer  Gym- 
nasium Big  Band,  founded  in 
1983,  consists  of  29  students 
ranging  in  age  from  14  to  21. 
Directed  by  Martha  Seuken,  the 
band  has  performed  throughout 
Germany  as  well  as  European 
jazz  festivals.  Their  repertoire 
features  swing,  rock,  pop,  and 
Latin  styles  ranging  from  the 
classic  sound  of  Glenn  Miller 
and  Duke  Ellington  to  the  pop 
style  of  Michael  Jackson. 


A  series  of  school  concerts 
has  been  arranged  by  Dr.  Frank 
Patterson,  director  of  the  Fitch- 
burg State  College  Band  and 
Jazz  Ensemble,  while  the  band 
is  in  the  local  region.  The  stu- 
dents from  Kleve  will  interact 
with  students  from  Fitchburg's 
McKay  School,  Lunenburg 
High  School,  Fitchburg  High 
School,  and  Fitchburg  State  Col- 
lege. 

Through  the  cooperation  of 
John  Hemenway  of  the  Music 
Department  of  the  McKay 
School,  the  KAG  Big  Band  will 
perform  an  assembly  program 
and  share  a  lunch  with  elemen- 
tary students  from  the  school  on 
Thursday,  October  12th.  The 
next  day,  Friday,  October  13th, 
the  Kleve  band  will  perform  a 
clinic  with  the  Lunenburg  High 
School  Jazz  Band,  directed  by 
Steven  Archambault.  They  will 
also  have  lunch  at  the  school  and 
perform  an  assembly  program 
for  the  general  student  popula- 
tion. 

On  Monday,  October  16th, 
the  KAG  band  will  rehearse  with 
the  Fitchburg  High  School  Jazz 
Ensemble,  led  by  Paul  Morey. 
After  lunch  at  the  high  school, 
the  Kleve  group  will  perform  a 


Fitchburg  State  Jazz  Ensemble. 


concert  for  the  school  in  the 
high  school  auditorium. 

The  visit  to  the  Fitchburg 
area  will  culminate  in  a  gala  fes- 
tival concert  on  Monday,  Octo- 
ber 16th,  in  Weston  Auditorium 
on  the  Fitchburg  State  College 
campus.  The  concert,  begin- 
ning at  7:30  pm,  will  feature 
performances  by  the  FSC  Jazz 
Ensemble,  conducted  by  Dr. 


Frank  Patterson,  the  Fitchburg 
High  School  Jazz  Band,  con- 
ducted by  Paul  Morey,  and  the 
Konrad  Adenauer  Gymnasium 
Big  Band,  directed  by  Martha 
Seuken.  Admission  to  the  con- 
cert is  free  and  all  are  cordially 
invited  to  attend. 

"We  are  looking  forward  to 
our  concert  on  October  16th," 
says  Professor  Patterson  of 
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Fitchburg  State.  "The  event  will 
offer  the  opportunity  to  share 
music  internationally  with  a 
group  of  enthusiastic  young 
people.  Music  leads  to  a  better 
understanding  of  all  the  world's 
cultures,  and  I'm  certain  that 
everyone  will  benefit  from  par- 
taking in  the  universal  joy  of 
jazz." 


FSC's  Band  prepares  for  Intercollegiate  Festival 


by  Carolyn  C.  Buckley 
Contributing  writer 

The  Fitchburg  State  College 
Band,  directed  by  Dr.  Frank 
Patterson,  began  its  1995-1996 
school  year  with  a  new  slate  of 
officers,  a  new  variety  of  music, 
and  most  importantiy,  the  return- 
ing of  familiar  and  new  faces. 

The  Band  began  rehearsals 
on  September  6,  and  the  offic- 
ers were  introduced.  They  are  : 
Carolyn  Buckley  -  President, 
Jennifer  Guimond  -  Vice  Presi- 
dent, Patricia  Connors  -  Secre- 
tary/treasurer, Corey  Blake  and 
Beverly  Horsch  -  Librarians, 
Mark  Donelan  and  Ricardo 
Melo- Managers.  The  group  has 
approximately  35  members, 
both  undergraduate  and  gradu- 
ate students.  Rehearsals  are  held 
on  Wednesday  nights  from  6  to 
8  pm  in  Weston  Auditorium. 

As  a  group,  they  sight  read 
several  pieces  of  music  as  well 
as  work  on  pieces  that  they  will 
perform  at  upcoming  concerts. 
The  music  chosen  varies  from 


English  suites,  to  military  pieces, 
to  the  more  recent  motion  pic- 
ture release  such  as  highlights 
form  the  soundtrack  of  the  "Lion 
King." 

The  first  concert  of  the  se- 
mester will  be  the  Intercollegiate 
Band  Festival,  which  will  be 
held  in  Weston  Auditorium  on 
November  1.  Several  area  col- 
leges and  universities  have  been 
invited  to  perform.  These  in- 
clude Northeastern  University, 
Westfield  State  College,  and 
Worcester  Poly  Technical  Insti- 
tute. Each  band  will  present 
their  own  selections  of  music. 
The  Band  eagerly  awaits  this 
concert  as  they  work  on  their 
selections.  The  event  is  open  to 
the  entire  FSC  community  and 
student  tickets  are  discounted. 

Anyone  who  has  played  an 
instrument  and  is  interested  in 
joining  the  FSC  Band  can  con- 
tact Dr.  Patterson  in  the  Conlon 
Music  Building,  room  164. 
Anyone  interested  may  also  con- 
tact Carolyn  Buckley  through 
campus  mailbox  1525. 
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vices.  This  library  has  been  de- 
veloped by  faculty  and  the  Task 
Force  for  student  use.  The  Task 
Force  hopes  to  provide  students 
with  the  basic  information  they 
need  for  use  in  both  their  pro- 
fessional and  their  personal  fu- 
tures. 

Kruse  said  that  although  he 


Aids  cont.  from  page  1 

will  be  resigning  from  his  posi- 
tion as  Chairperson  of  the  HIV/ 
AIDS  Task  Force  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  he  will  still  be  work- 
ing at  the  college. 


laboration. 

Oh  yeah,  the  one  great  thing 
about  this  movie,  the  acting. 
Lindo,  Keitel,  John  Tuturro  and 
even  Sticky  Fingaz  from  the  rap 
group  "Onyx"  put  in  great  per- 
formances. John  Singleton 


Clockers,  cont.  from  page  6 

should  have  grabbed  the  kid  who 
plays  Strike  for  "Poetic  Justice" 
instead  of  rapper  Tupac  Shakur 
If  there's  one  thing  Spike  Lee 
can  do,  it's  pull  great  perfor- 
mances from  people  you  would 
never  expect  them  from. 


"Clockers"  couldn't  have 
been  that  "important  movie  of 
our  generation,"  because  of  its 
lack  of  power.  I  expect  better 
from  both  directors  individually, 
and  I  certainly  expected  better 
collectively. 


Kimberly  Lajoie  is  a  Senior, 
English  Professional  writing 
major. 
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To  the  Simpson  jury 


The  truth  about  the  opposite  sex 


NOTE:  Opinions  expressed 
herein  are  those  of  the  writer  and 
do  not  necessarily  reflect  those 
of  the  Strobe  staff. 

by  Keith  Fredericks 
Staff  writer 

What  was  God  thinking  when 
he  created  men  and  women  any- 
way? God  thought  that  it  would 
be  funny  if  he  created  two  gen- 
ders that  hated  one  another,  and 
also  needed  one  another  to  re- 
produce. Females  are  by  far  the 
dominant  dysfunction  in  human 
relationships.  There  are  dozens 
of  general  things  about  women 
that  illustrate  their  inadequacies. 
Let's  now  see  where  the  one 
word  phrase  "Women!"  came 
from: 

PRE-MENSTRUAL 
SYNDROME. ..Enough  al- 
ready! "I'm  sorry — I  have  my 
period"  doesn't  cut  it  anymore. 
Girls  may  have  to  withstand  the 
discomfort  of  their  period 
(P.M.S.),  during  (D.M.S.),  and 
after  (A.M.S.)!  Just  about  the 
whole  month  is  taken  up  by  their 
pathetic  mood  swings.  There  are 
only  a  few  days  a  month  that  a 
woman  can  hold  a  rational  con- 
versation, and  they  don't  have 
much  to  say  anyway.  So  enough 
already! 

EQUAL  RIGHTS.. .With  af- 
firmative action  there's  a  new 
discrimination  that  has  devel- 
oped called  "reverse  discrimina- 
tion." Like  we  really  need  more 
discrimination.  Also,  what's  the 
deal  with  women  now  having 
both  equal  rights  and  special 
privileges?  Women  only  re- 
ceived special  privileges  be- 
cause they  didn't  have  equal 
rights.  They  have  equal  rights 
now.  Perfect  example — why  is 
it  generally  understood  that  guys 
will  pay  for  the  movie?  Guys 
have  always  paid  because  girls 
never  had  jobs.  Now,  even  if  a 
girl  makes  more  than  the    guy, 


the  guy  more  often  than  not  will 
still  pay.  It's  understood  and  I 
don't  know  why  because  I  don't 
understand.  Why  do  guys  still 
have  to  make  the  first  move? 
Why  does  the  guy  have  to  pro- 
pose, apologize,  buy  flowers  and 
so  on?  Why? 

WOMEN  ARE  COMPUL- 
SIVE LIARS.. .Case  in  point, 
their  "Masturbation  Denial." 
They  are  the  ones  that  preach 
trust  and  communication,  and 
then  they  lie  about  this?  Come 
on!  What's  funny  is  that  they 
actually  think  that  masturbation 
is  dirtier  than  what  they  do  with 
men... just  another  example  of 
their  annoying  ignorance. 

THAT'S  FUNNY...Women 
in  the  army?  Huh!  I  won't  even 
get  into  the  obvious  humor  in 
that.  Speaking  of  humor,  they 
have  no  sense  of  it.  How  many 
times  has  a  funny  situation 
ended  in  a  girl  saying  "you  guys 
are  so  immature,"  or  something 
of  that  nature?  They  just  don't 
get  it! 

SPEAKING  OF 
IMMATURITY. .Contrary  to 
popular  belief,  girls  are  a  lot 
more  immature  than  guys. 
They're  more  physically  mature 
during  puberty,  but  that's  the 
extent  of  it.  This  myth  was  de- 
veloped so  that  women  wouldn't 
think  that  they  were  totally  infe- 
rior. 

STUPID  IS  AS  STUPID 
DOES.. .Women  are  stupid.  No, 
not  academically,  but  I  may 
touch  on  that  later.  Girls  com- 
plain that  men  are  scum,  that's 
odd,  because  they  seek  the  dirti- 
est men.  Those  "nice  guys"  that 
they  consider  "just  friends"  are 
the  ones  they  should  be  with,  but 
keep  in  mind  they  have  trouble 
pinpointing  the  obvious. 
And  another  thing. ..What's 
wrong  with  "Science  Fiction" 
anyway?  Girls  don't  like  it  be- 
cause they  couldn't  possibly  un- 
derstand it.   Girls  don't  under- 


stand science  and  math.  I  don't 
blame  them,  I  don't  like  things 
that  I  don't  understand  either. 

OK  OK  OK...Men  do  have 
faults  too,  don't  get  me  wrong. 
For  instance,  men  are  unsports- 
manlike and  barbaric.  How- 
ever, they  wouldn't  be  as 
unsportsman  like  if  women 
didn't  always  play  games.  In 
fact,  I  think  that  most  men's 
faults  are  like  this.  Most  of  our 
faults  are  women's  fault! 

Probably  our  biggest  fault 
are  the  sexual  urges.  It's  not  fair 
to  criticize  us  for  this  though. 
Women  can  only  reproduce 
about  once  a  year.  Males  can 
reproduce,  technically,  about 
once  every  540  seconds  (every 
9  minutes).  Our  hormonal  drive 
reflects  this  fact.  We  cannot  be 
blamed.  We  should  be  con- 
soled. Regardless  of  this  handi- 
cap, sex  is  still  not  all  that  guys 
think  about.  Besides,  both  gen- 
ders think  about  sex  equally,  just 
for  different  reasons.  Most  girls 
choose  to  have  sex  for  attention, 
companionship,  and  curiosity. 
Guys  have  to  have  sex  due  to 
God's  curse.  That  is  why  a  guy 
is  considered  a  stud  for  satisfy- 
ing his  urges  while  girls  are  per- 
ceived as  a  slut  for  letting  him. 
If  girls  didn't  let  us  have  sex 
with  them,  we  wouldn't  be  la- 
beled as  sex  fiends.  They  know 
about  our  handicap,  then  take 
advantage,  thus,  it's  their  fault. 

AND  THEN  THERE  ARE 
THOSE  STUPID  QUES- 
TIONS THAT  THEY 
ASK.  .Can  you  please  just  hold 
me?",  "do  I  look  fat?",  "do  you 
think  she  is  prettier  than  me?", 
"are  you  mad  at  me?",  "can  we 
take  it  slower?",  "how  do  you 
turn  this  on?",  "do  you  think  I'm 
smart?",  "do  you  still  love 
me?",  "what  would  you  do  if  I 
were  pregnant?"  SHUT  UP!! 

NEED     I     SAY 

MORE. ..Obviously  women 

Continued  on  page  5. 


by  Ron  Taupier 
Opinion  Editor 

Dear  jurors: 

What's  up  homeys?  I  wanted 
to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank 
you  for  your  time  and  exhaus- 
tive efforts  in  reaching  a  timely 
verdict.  Boy,  for  a  brief  moment 
I  thought  I  was  going  to  have  to 
plead  insanity,  but  you  success- 
fully overlooked  some  key  evi- 
dence, and  I  couldn't  thank  you 
enough! 

You  all  know,  as  well  as  I  do, 
that  I  killed  my  wife  and  that 
grungy  Ron  Goldman  guy. 
Thanks  to  my  esteemed  defense 
"dream  team"  we  were  all  able 
to  make  the  case  a  race  issue. 
We  dramatically  diverted  your 
attention  from  the  hard-core 
facts  and  evidence.  I  mean,  who 
cares  that  there  was  a  trail  of 
blood  practically  to  my  finger- 
tips and  doorstep.  Thank  you  for 
looking  the  other  way  when  the 
DNA  samples,  which  all  but  put 
me  directly  at  the  scene  of  the 
crime,  were  under  examination. 
Man,  I  almost  felt  like  you 
were  all  cussing  me  near  the  start 
of  this  whole  mess;  but  one  thing 
led  to  another  and  here  I  am, 
sittin'  at  home  chippin'  golf 
balls  again.  A  special  thanks 
must  go  out  to  each  and  every 
one  of  you  for  your  scrutiny  of 
the  LAPD.  I  couldn't  have 
asked  Johnny  Cochran  to  put  on 
a  better  display  of  heroics.  Were 


y'all  payin'  attention  when  he 
pinned  Detective  Furman  as  a 
racist,  and  his  comparison  to 
Hitler — what  an  important  part 
of  my  acquittal! 

Come  on!  Tell  me  the  hon- 
est to  goodness  truth.. .you  all 
had  your  minds  made  up  months 
ago  didn't  you?  And  to  think  I 
could  have  saved  all  that  money 
in  lawyer's  fees  if  I  had  just 
rested  the  case  after  the  limo 
driver  testified  that  he  saw  me 
run  into  my  house. 

So  here  we  all  are,  it  is  finally 
over.  You  could  all  probably 
write  a  best  seller  on  how  to  free 
a  murderer  given  substantial  evi- 
dence "beyond  a  reasonable 
doubt"  that  I  was  guilty.  L  on 
the  other  hand,  will  pretend  to 
investigate  the  "real"  criminals 
in  this  bizarre,  fairy-tale  story. 
God  bless  the  criminal  justice 
system  when  it  blindfolds  the 
jury  (from  evidence,  not  color) 
and  lets  the  best  team  win.  I 
guess  you  could  say  I  had  the 
best  lawyers  money  could  buy. 
They  opened  more  holes  in  the 
prosecution  and  the  LAPD  than 
I  ran  through  in  my  whole  ca- 
reer. But  it  was  you,  the  jury, 
that  let  this  murderer  walk! 
Thank  you  dearly. 


Sincerely, 

O.J.  Simpson  (The  Juice) 

Ron  Taupier  is  a  Senior  Busi- 
ness Management  major 


Letter  to  the  Editor... 

Take  a  closer  look 

I  am  writing  to  agree  with  and  rebut  both  Shawn  Regan  and  Ron 
Taupier  regarding  the  articles  in  last  week's  STROBE  about  white- 
collar  crimes.  Iron  Mike  Tyson,  Michael  Jackson,  Pete  Rose,  and 
O.J.  Simpson  are  all  important  entertainers  of  our  time.  All  of  which 
have  been  taken  out  of  preferential  context,  and  become  entertainers 
on  the  news. 

Three  out  of  four  of  these  famous  offenders  are  African  Ameri- 
can. What  does  this  mean?  This  means  that  "racism"  will  and  did 
become  a  part  of  each.  First  of  all,  I'd  like  to  say  that  "racism"  had 
NO  relevant  part  of  any  of  these  cases.  Second,  I'd  like  to  say  that 
income  shouldn't  have  either,  but  it  did. 

You  can't  complain  that  Pete  Rose  was  banned  from  baseball. 
You  cannot  also  suggest  that  Mike  Tyson  should  be  banned  from 
boxing.  It  wouldn't  make  sense  that  a  computer  programmer  would 
be  banned  from  the  programming  industry  because  of  an  unrelated 
legal  offense.  Maybe  if  this  same  person  was  convicted  of  computer 
fraud  this  would  make  sense.  What  justifies  Pete  Rose's  fate  is  that 
his  crime  was  related  to  his  job,  and  there  are  specific  consequences 
to  what  he  did  concerning  his  job.  Mike  Tyson  didn't  rape  anyone 
while  in  the  ring.  It's  unrelated.  Do  you  get  the  point? 

However,  since  "The  Hall  of  Fame"  has  nothing  to  do  with  what 
Pete  Rose  did,  I  concur  that  there  is  no  justification  in  taking  that 
away  from  him.  Then  there  was  Michael  Jackson.  I  personally  have 
no  idea  if  Michael  Jackson  molested  children  or  not,  but  you  can't 
complain  about  him  either.  He  wasn't  convicted,  and  there  is  no 
evidence  to  persuade  us  otherwise. 

Mr.  Simpson,  however,  is  an  entirely  different  novel  all  together. 
With  all  the  publicity,  everyone  pretty  much  knows  the  essentials  of 
his  case.  So  why  did  he  get  off  given  these  essentials?  In  our  judi- 
cial system,  it's  not  whether  your  guilty  or  innocent,  it's  whether  the 
defense  won  the  game.  Two  victims  and  their  families  did  not... end 
of  story. 

In  conclusion,  racism  has  nothing  to  do  with  whether  someone  is 

Continued  on  page  5. 
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When  smoke  gets  in  your  eyes...apro  and  con  look  at  the 

Legalization  of  marijuana 


by  Kevin  Robertson 
A&E  Editor 

What  would  you  do  if  there 
was  a  way  to  help  our  environ- 
ment, remove  undue  suffering 
and  revitalize  our  economy  by 
means  of  a  simple,  swift  legis- 
lative plan?  If  the  decriminal- 
ization of  a  harmless  plant 
could  remedy  the  above  prob- 
lems why  isn't  it  being  done? 
Here  lies  my  propaganda  in  an 
attempt  to  help  you  support  the 
legalization  of  marijuana: 

The  number  of  people  in 
America  who  are  beginning  to 
realize  the  environmental, 
medical,  and  personal  benefits 
of  smoking  marijuana  is  in- 
creasing annually.  Each  year 
our  brainwashed  peers  learn 
more  about  what  they've  been 
forced  by  their  parents  to  ab- 
stain from 

Many  people  may  not  know 
this,  but  before  pot  was  prohib- 
ited in  1937  it  was  called 
Hemp.  Hemp  was  responsible 
for  75  percent  of  the  world's 
paper.  The  paper  manufactur- 
ers predicted  that  hemp  would 
become  the  world's  largest  cash 
crop  and  those  with  high  tim- 
ber holdings  set  out  to  destroy 
its  influence.  When  wood  pulp 
is  made  into  paper  it  takes  five 
times  more  chemicals  and  pro- 
duces five  times  more  pollu- 
tion. Marijuana  plants  grow 
much  more  quickly  than  a  tree 
and  you  can  get  four  times 
more  pulp  per  square  inch  from 
a  Hemp  plant. 

Can  anyone  think  of  a  bet- 
ter way  to  make  use  of  all  the 
foreclosed  farms  out  in  the 
midwest?  How  about  a  great 
way  to  get  more  oxygen  into 
the  air  by  actually  having  plants 
to  grow?  Also  remember  that 
with  the  farming  industry  in  full 
swing,  fruit  and  vegetable 
prices  would  drop. 

Using  Congress  and  other 
media  facilities,  legislators  fab- 
ricated "proof  that  marijuana 
was  "devil  weed"  by  stating 
that  it  might  make  you  fall  un- 
der the  influence  of  jazz  music. 
It  was  even  said  on  the  floor  of 
the  Senate  that  smoking  it 
might  make  a  "black  man  look 
at  a  white  woman  twice." 

The  medical  benefits  of 
marijuana  have  been  highly 
documented.  It  is  well  proven 


that  smoking  pot  has  positive  ef- 
fects on  cancer  patients,  AIDS 
patients,  and  those  with  eating 
disorders.  The  personal  benefits 
of  this  illegal  drug  should  be  re- 
vealed. Everyone  talks  about  the 
fixed  experiments  which  sup- 
posedly proved  that  marijuana 
caused  brain  damage,  but  no- 
body talks  about  the  passive, 
soothed  nature  of  the  majority  of 
marijuana  users.  Hell,  maybe 
society  should  give  some  to  the 
postal  workers  of  America. 

So  what  would  happen,  if  it 
were  legalized?  Less  people  in 
jail  for  selling  something  more 
harmless  than  what's  sold  in  bars 
across  the  country?  Available  re- 
placement for  the  use  of  wood 
pulp  in  the  manufacturing  of 
paper? 

To  reiterate  what  legaliza- 
tion would  do  for  the  economy 
in  terms  of  taxation  for  hard  drug 
rehabilitation  purposes  is  to  talk 
about  Bledsoe's  shoulder.  But 
many  clinics  could  be  over- 
staffed to  serve  the  needs  of  the 
tens  of  thousands  of  addicts  who 
want  to  drop  it  but  stay  on  due 
to  huge  waiting  lists.  This  could 
also  put  hundreds  of  nursing  stu- 
dents who  are  working  at 
McDonald's  to  work. 

So  what's  the  problem?  If  all 
this  could  be  done  by  legalizing 
a  plant,  then  what's  the  holdup? 
Fear,  pure  and  simple.  DARE 
and  our  parents  have  brain- 
washed us  into  being  afraid  of 
marijuana  use  surely  as  they've 
made  us  afraid  of  sex. 

The  boundaries  have  to  be 
broken,  and  we  have  to  stop  be- 
ing scared.  If  we  continue  to  not 
stand  up  for  our  personal  right 
of  choice,  then  nothing  will  get 
accomplished.  Write  to  your 
local  NORML  (National  Orga- 
nization for  the  Reform  of  Mari- 
juana Laws)  and  let  them  know 
you're  interested  in  helping. 

NORML  is  trying  to  put 
something  on  the  ballot  this  year 
to  get  the  voice  out  there.  Forty 
thousand  people  appeared  on 
Boston  Common  for  a 
Hempfest.  The  people  are  there 
but  nothing's  happening.  I  en- 
courage you,  make  a  bold  stand 
for  what  you  believe  in,  and  let's 
make  a  change. 

Kevin  Robertson  is  a  senior 
English  Professional  Writing 
major. 


Opposite  sex,  con- 
tinued from  page  4. 

aren't  all  that  bad.  Then  again, 
neither  are  piranha.  However, 
until  we  develop  a  means  of 
asexual  reproduction,  we're 
going  to  have  to  continue  to  just 
smile  and  say  that  their  hair 
looks  fine. 


"Look, "  cont.from  page  4. 

guilty  or  not  guilty.  Pete  Rose 
deserves  to  be  in  the  hall  of  fame 
but  not  in  baseball.  It  would  be 
hasty  to  assume  that  just  because 
someone  is  famous  that  they 
could  or  could  not  have  commit- 
ted a  crime,  and  in  our  society 
people  like  O.J.  Simpson  will 
continue  to  get  "The  Best  Money 
Can  Buy." 

Keith  Fredericks/Sophomore 
Television  Communications 
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by  Mark  Rocheleau 
Production  Assistant 

I'll  bet  everyone  in  the  world 
has  at  some  time  enjoyed  some- 
thing they  knew  they  weren't 
supposed  to  be  doing,  yet  did  it 
anyway.  Sometimes  they  even 
waste  their  time  trying  to  con- 
vince others  of  the  benefits  of 
this  pleasure,  as  well  as  attempt 
to  search  for  logical  reasons  for 
others  to  support  their  cause. 
The  legalization  of  marijuana  is 
a  perfect  example  of  such  a 
cause.  Organizations  such  as 
NORML  and  MASSCAN  have 
been  scrambling,  attempting  to 
convince  the  nation  that  legal- 
izing marijuana  will  solve  a 
great  number  of  social  and  fi- 
nancial problems  when  in  fact, 
these  people  just  want  to  be  able 
to  get  high,  legally. 

These  people  ask  us  why  it 
is  a  big  deal  to  the  rest  of  soci- 
ety when  essentially  they  are  not 
harming  others.  They  ask  us 
why  marijuana  is  illegal.  Ask- 
ing that  question  is  like  asking 
why  suicide  is  illegal,  or  why 
speeding  is...The  answer  is  two- 
fold. Society  recognizes  that 
some  members  of  society  are 
incapable  of  seeing  their  own 
problems  from  a  responsible 
perspective.  They  also  recog- 
nize that  some  people  can  be- 
come blinded  by  their  own  bar- 
barous instincts  that  demand 
instant  gratification  over  the 
good  of  others,  or  the  overall 
good  of  themselves. 

I  hesitate  to  insult  everyone 
by  going  over,  once  again,  what 
drugs  do  to  you.  Most  of  their 
appeal  is  in  the  way  they  numb 
you  to  reality,  and  subjecting 
yourself  to  this  experience  re- 
peatedly damages  your  brain. 
To  suggest  otherwise  is  not  only 
ignorant,  but  is  dangerously 
misleading  to  the  less-informed 
and  more  impressionable 
younger  generation. 

These  large  and  increasingly 
influential  organizations  have 
accused  advocates  of  DARE  of 
brainwashing  young  children 
into  believing  in  mythical  tales 


of  the  horrors  of  drug  abuse,  si- 
multaneously citing  cannabis  as 
a  harmless  little  plant  with  a 
multitude  of  attractive  qualities. 
If  any  group  is  guilty  of  brain- 
washing, it  is  NORML  and 
MASSCAN.  These  organiza- 
tions claim  that  all  the  testing 
that  proved  the  dangers  of  using 
marijuana  were  "fixed"  for  their 
own  personal  agendas  (whatever 
that  may  have  been),  yet  these 
organizations  also  fail  to  pro- 
duce one  shred  of  evidence  that 
would  suggest  that  using  mari- 
juana is  safe.  Instead  they 
choose  to  dazzle  us  with  the  few 
benefits  that  cannabis  can  be 
proven  to  provide. 

Advocates  of  the  legalization 
of  marijuana  often  like  to  share 
with  us  the  interesting,  although 
unfortunately  irrelevant,  trivia 
concerning  the  alternative  uses 
of  the  plant.  Among  these  are 
the  manufacturing  of  paper 
products,  clothing,  rope,  etc. 
This  is  all  well  and  good,  and  if 
these  groups  were  lobbying  to 
legalize  the  growing  of  cannabis 
for  the  express  purpose  of  manu- 
facturing these  products,  not 
only  would  that  be  acceptable, 
but  it  would  actually  make  their 
arguments  make  more  sense. 

These  organizations  also 
seem  to  enjoy  distracting  us 
from  the  real  issue  by  providing 
us  with  information  concerning 
the  medical  benefits  that  pot  pro- 
vides. Marijuana  has  been 
proven  to  give  relief  to  patients 
with  cancer,  AIDS,  and  glau- 
coma.  Sorry,  but  this  too  is  ir- 
relevant. My  grandfather  takes 
pills  to  make  his  heart  healthier, 
but  I  don't  take  his  pills  expect- 
ing my  heart  to  grow  stronger. 
We  all  know  you're  not  sup- 
posed to  take  prescription  medi- 
cations that  are  not  prescribed  to 
you.  Why  then  is  it  okay  to 
smoke  marijuana?  Does  every- 
one at  NORML  and  MASSCAN 
suffer  from  glaucoma?  Or  is  it 
the  smoke  getting  in  their  eyes? 

Mark  Rocheleau  is  a  Senior 
Communications  major. 


Should  marijuana  be  legalized?  Check  your 

choice  and  drop  this  poll  into  campus  mail,  BOX 

6705  by  Friday,  October  13.  We'll  publish  the 

results  in  next  week's  issue! 


YES 


NO 


ARTS  &  ENTERTAINMENT 


THE  STROBE 


October  11.  1995 


PAGE  6 


O'Brien's  "Rock"  is  a  melting  pot  of  music 


by  Jessica  Roy  and  Kevin 

Robertson 

Contributing  writer  and  A&E 

Editor 

Tim  O'Brien  "Rock  in  my  Shoe" 
Sugar  Hill  Records 


It's  refreshing  to  occasionally 
hear  of  someone  who  rides  all 
different  musical  styles,  not 
searching  for  one  in  particular, 
but  celebrating  the  cultural  di- 
versity that  each  style  brings  to 
them.  Tim  O'Brien  is  that  kind 
of  artist. 

O'Brien,  a  native  of  West 
Virginia,  has  just  released  his 
fifth  solo  album,  "Rock  in  my 
Shoe."  His  style  ranges  from  toe 
tapping  rock  to  jumpy,  flavorful 
bluegrass.  He  blends  many  of  his 
musical  roots  into  a  melting  pot 
of  lush  melodies  and  guitar 
rhythms. 

Within  this  new  album  can  be 
found  a  cornucopia  of  musical 
elements.  O'Brien  writes  and 
sings  in  the  tradition  of  Bob 
Dylan.  His  lyrics  and  voice  are 
both  stirring  and  passionate. 
The  title  track  goes  back  to 


as  a  child.  "Daddy's  on  the  Roof 
Again,"  echoes  the  minstrel 
songs  once  sung  in  the  1930's. 
The  album  in  whole  is  satisfy- 
ing and  leaves  the  listener  with 
the  reminder  that  folk  rock  is  still 
alive  and  kicking. 

This  is  a  musician  who  has 
studied  his  craft  well  as  evident 
from  his  use  of  the  mandolin, 
bouzouki,  fiddle,  and 
mandocello.  "One  Girl  Cried"  is 
a  well  sung  ballad  about  a 
woman  who  hears  a  sad  song  by 
a  lonely  musician,  and  they  find 
love.  Pretty. 

"Jonah  and  the  Whale"  is  a 
knee-slapping  bluegrass  song 
which  he  croons  out  quite  nicely. 
For  the  person  who  hates  coun- 
try music,  this  may  be  the  artist 
to  listen  to.  He  has  an  odd  attrac- 
tion, with  a  beautiful  voice,  and 
a  musical  prowess  unknown  to 
most  modern  players. 

O'Brien  was  a  member  of  the 
groundbreaking  contemporary 
bluegrass  group  Hot  Rize  and 
also  played  in  the  Ophelia  Swing 
Band.  This  is  his  third  release  on 
the  Sugar  Hill  label.  He  is  cur- 
rently on  tour  in  support  of  this 
release. 


the  cajun  style  he  grew  to  love 

Lee,  Scorcese  ramble  too 
much  in  M dockers* * 


by  Kevin  Robertson 
A&E  Editor 

Clockers 

Still  in  Theaters 

**l/2 

So  here's  the  main  question. 
If  you  bring  the  greatest  crime 
director  of  our  generation  to- 
gether with  the  greatest  black 
director  of  our  generation  in  the 
flick  "Clockers,"  will  that 
movie  become  the  single  most 
important  movie  of  our  genera- 
tion? Nope. 

It  would  seem  like  the  dream 
pairing,  executive  producers 
Martin  Scorcese  and  Spike  Lee. 
Maybe  Scorcese  is  just  the  per- 
son to  keep  Lee's  ego  and  per- 
sonal bashing  sprees  down  to  an 
allowable  minimum.  Maybe 
Lee  can  keep  Scorcese  from  for- 
ever stereotyping  blacks. 

"Clockers"  is  the  story  of  a 
young  hustler  named  Strike 
who's  asked  to  do  a  hit  for  his 
boss  Rodney  (Delroy  Lindo, 
Crooklyn),  and  his  brother  Vic- 
tor gets  involved.  No  one  knows 
who  did  it,  but  Victor  gives  him- 
self up,  citing  self-defense. 

But  the  investigating  officer 
Klein  (Harvey  Keitel,  "Reser- 
voir Dogs")  thinks  that  it  was 
Strike.  He  then  begins  this  re- 
lentless harassing  of  Strike  to 
try  and  make  him  crack  by  turn- 
ing him  against  Rodney  so  that 
he  needs  protection  from 
Rodney. 

The  movie  seems  to  be  mar- 


keted as  this  huge  bad-ass-gun- 
toting  shoot  out,  but  it  comes  off 
as  a  real  low  key  no-surprise-at- 
the-end  mystery.  And,  unfortu- 
nately, much  of  the  information 
given  to  you  during  the  movie 
doesn't  help  you  solve  the  mys- 
tery. 

Whatever  "Clockers"  maybe, 
you  can  tell  it  was  made  by  two 
egocentric  directors.  Scorcese  is 
the  master  of  completely  mean- 
ing less  shots  where  they  just 
don't  belong,  and  Lee  is  the 
master  of  building  a  real  good 
drama  and  then  ruining  it  with 
some  Mars  Blackmon  out  of 
nowhere  shot. 

There  is,  however,  a  really 
cool  scene  with  Keitel  walking 
a  kid  through  the  memory  of  just 
murdering  a  man.  Keitel  is  ask- 
ing questions  to  the  kid  and,  in 
the  background,  the  group  of 
hustlers  that  Strike  hangs  with 
are  pointing  their  guns  at  each 
other  and  making  their  own 
sound  effects  for  it,  as  if  they 
were  just  playing. 

Scorcese's  trademarks  are  all 
over  this  film.  Long,  meaning- 
less scenes,  which  really  give  us 
nothing  we  need  to  know,  slow 
the  picture  down  to  a  crawl  and 
are  peppered  all  over  the  place. 
And  the  two  directors  came 
together  on  the  editing  chair  and 
gave  us  forty-five  minutes  of 
useless  information  and  unnec- 
essary shots.  With  these  stripped 
out,  this  could  have  been  a  fast 
moving,  well  acted,  brilliant  col- 
con*,  on  page  3 


"Things  to  do"  and  "Usual  Suspects" 
continue  current  Gangster  Film  Noir 


by  Pete  Milan 
Contributing  writer 

"Things  to  do  in  Denver  When 

You're  Dead"-  limited  release 

**** 

"The  Usual  Suspects"-still  in 
theaters:  ****  1/2 

It's  been  a  year  since 
Quentin  Tarantino  unleashed 
Pulp  Fiction  on  an  unsuspect- 
ing world,  and  Hollywood  is 
anxious  to  catch  up.  Two  new 
films,  while  works  that  stand  on 
their  own,  owe  a  little  to  the 
current  vogue  of  gangster  films. 

The  first,  "Things  to  do  in 
Denver  When  You're  Dead,"  is 
actually  a  bit  more  reminiscent 
of  Martin  Scorcese's  tales  of 
honor  among  thieves  than 
Tarrantino's  high  octane  film 
noir. 

The  film  follows  Jimmy  the 
Saint(Andy  Garcia),  a  noble 
gangster-turned-legitimate  busi- 
ness  man.  He  meets 
Dagney(Gabrielle  Anwar),  the 
woman  of  his  dreams,  and  he  is 
coerced  into  working  for  "The 
Man  With  The  Plan"  (Christo- 
pher Walken). 

"The  Man"  is  a  paraplegic, 
but  still  capable  of  threatening 
Jimmy.  He  orders  Jimmy  to  find 
and  capture  the  fiance  of  his 
son's  ex-girlfriend,  and  explain 
to  him  that  he's  with  the  wrong 
girl. 

Up  against  the  wall,  Jimmy 
assembles  a  crew  of  his  old  co- 
horts; "Franchise"  (William 
Forsythe,  "Dick  Tracy"),  who 
has  retired  from  crime  to  start  a 
family;  "Easy  Wind"  (Bill 
Nunn,  "The  Last  Seduction"), 
an  out  of  town  player;  "Pieces" 
(Christopher  Lloyd),  a  leprous 
thief;  and  the  completely  crazy 


"Critical  Bill"  (Treat  Williams), 
so  named  because  anyone  who 
runs  afoul  of  him  ends  up  in  criti- 
cal condition. 

Needless  to  say,  things  go 
badly;  so  badly  that  "The  Man 
With  the  Plan"  calls  in  "Mister 
Shhh"  (Steve  Buscemi,  "Reser- 
voir Dogs")  to  dispose  of  the  five 
gangsters.  Jimmy's  forced  to  run 
all  over  town,  trying  to  rescue 
everyone  from  "The  Man's" 
machinations. 

This  is  a  rather  low-key 
thriller.  Rather  than  throwing 
outrageousness  in  your  face,  it 
lets  the  odder  moments  slide  and 
allows  the  humor  to  come  out. 
The  characters  are  given  room 
to  grow,  and  there's  some  really 
great  acting. 

In  parti«ular,  Christopher 
Lloyd  is  impressive  as  the  liter- 
ally falling  apart  "Pieces",  and 
Treat  Williams  deserves  a  come- 
back for  his  nutsoid  portrayal  of 
"Critical  Bill"  (despite  a  truly 
disgusting  scene  set  in  his  apart- 
ment. Trust  me,  you  don't  want 
to  know). 

Christopher  Walken  is  great 
as  always,  being  the  only  actor 
alive  who  can  project  menace 
while  sitting  utterly  still  in  a 
wheelchair.  My  only  gripe  is  the 
absence  of  the  Warren  Zevon 
song  on  the  soundtrack. 

By  contrast,  Bryan  Singer's 
"The  Usual  Suspects"  is  an  edge 
of  your  seat  thriller,  thick  with 
suspense.  It's  one  of  the  best 
films  of  the  year.  But,  be  fore- 
warned: get  your  popcorn  early, 
make  sure  you've  gone  to  the 
bathroom,  and  pay  attention. 
This  isn't  a  film  you  can  let  wash 
over  you. 

It  seems  simple  enough  in  the 
beginning:   five   criminals, 


Keaton  (Gabriel  Byrne), 
McManus  (Stephen  Baldwin, 
"Threesome"),  Finster  (Benicio 
Del  Toro,  "Fearless"),  Hockney 
(Kevin  Pollack,  "A  Few  Good 
Men"),  and  Verbal  Kint  (Kevin 
Spacey,  "The  Ref ')  are  placed 
in  a  police  lineup  after  a  truck 
full  of  stripped  gun  parts  is  sto- 
len. 

Angered  at  their  incarcera- 
tion, the  five  crooks  plan  a  heist. 
They  pull  it  off,  take  the  money, 
and  run.  But  no  no  no  ...then 
things  get  complicated. 

See,  this  entire  story's  being 
told  in  flashback  form  by  Ver- 
bal, and  it's  being  told  to  Kujan 
(Chazz  Palmintieri,  "Bullets 
Over  Broadway"),  a  U.S.  Cus- 
toms agent.  Why  is  Verbal  tell- 
ing this  story?  Because  he's  the 
only  survivor  of  a  botched  rob- 
bery on  a  boat.  Or  is  he? 
See  how  complicated  it  gets? 

To  tell  you  more  of  the  plot 
would  ruin  the  movie  for  you. 
Let  me  simply  say  that  "The 
Usual  Suspects"  is  the  best  film 
since...  well,  since  "Pulp  Fic- 
tion." 

The  performances  of  Spacey 
and  Del  Toro  are  starmaking. 
Spacey's  crippled  con  man  be- 
comes the  sympathetic  linchpin 
of  the  story,  while  Del  Toro  plays 
Finster  like  a  cross  between 
Scarface  and  Mumbles. 

But  the  script  by  far  makes 
this  movie  the  success.  Chris- 
topher McQuarrie  has  written  an 
involving,  confusing,  invigorat- 
ing crime  film.  You  may  think 
you  know  what's  going  on,  but 
trust  me,  you  don't.  Or  if  you  do, 
you  don't  know  why. 

"The  Usual  Suspects"  is  a 
must  see.  Be  prepared  to  take 
notes. 
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Falcons  on  the  fly  :  Field  hockey  remains  undefeated  at  home 


by  Norman  Miller 
Sports  Editor 

Overtime  games  are  sup- 
posed to  be  tough,  but  the  Fitch- 
burg  State  field  hockey  team 
doesn't  seem  to  think  so.  The 
Falcons  got  their  fourth  overtime 
win  of  the  year  on  Tuesday 
against  the  Endicott  Power 
Gulls,  1-0. 

"We're  real  confident  in 
overtime,"  said  Fitchburg  coach 
Lisa  Valardi.  "We  go  into  over- 
time, and  we  get  a  'Let's  get  this 
over  with'  attitude." 

It  took  them  two  minutes, 
but  Fitchburg  State  did  get  it 
over  with.  Wendy  Gagliani 
passed  the  ball  to  Meredith 
Hertal,  who  chipped  the  ball 
over  to  Ashley  Aube  for  her  sec- 
ond overtime  goal  of  the  season, 
ending  the  game  1-0. 

In  the  first  half,  Fitchburg 
State,  (7-2),  kept  constant  pres- 
sure on  Power  Gull  goalie 
Mindy  Mailman.  But  FSC 
couldn't  get  anything  by  her  as 
she  had  nine  saves  for  the  half, 
compared  to  only  one  by  FSC's 
goalie  Dianne  Marshall. 

"We  played  real  well  in  the 
first  half,"  said  Valardi.  "We  had 


thirty-five  shots,  some  obscene 
amount  of  shots,  but  we  didn't 
score." 

The  second  half  saw  a  role 
reversal  with  Endicott,  (7-3),  on 
the  offensive  while  Fitchburg 
was  forced  to  play  defense  for 
most  of  the  half. 

"The  second  half  we  played 
with  our  heads  down,"  said 
Valardi.  "We  didn't  get  it  to- 
gether." 

Marshall  saved  the  game  for 
the  Falcons  midway  through  the 
second  half.  With  the  Power 
Gulls  driving,  she  kicked  the  ball 
away  to  one  side  of  the  net,  and 
saved  the  put  back  attempt. 

"She's  getting  stronger  and 
more  confident  every  game," 
said  Valardi. 

FSC  began  MASCAC  play 
on  Tuesday.  But  the  game 
they're  looking  forward  to  is  to- 
morrow against  Bridgewater 
State. 

"It's  going  to  be  a  blood- 
bath," said  Valardi.  "We  hate 
them,  they  hate  us.  Every  time 
we  play  each  other  someone 
goes  to  the  hospital.  Two  years 
ago,  we  sent  two  of  them  to  the 
hospital.  Last  year  they  sent  one 
of  ours.  It's  going  to  be  a  blood- 
bath." 


r 


Intramural  corner 


by  Norman  Miller 
Sports  Editor 

Another  semester  of  school  often  brings  with  it  an- 
other semester  of  boredom,  but  it  also  brings  along  an- 
other of  intraneural  sports  that  are  being  offered  by  in- 
tra mural  director  Brian  BickacH. 

Already  going  this  season  is  intramural  softball.  The 
season  began  on  September  25,  and  there  are  two  games 
a  day,  Tuesday  through  Thursday.  The  regular  season 
goes  until  October  19.  On  October  23,  the  play  off  s  be- 
gin, and  on  October  24,  the  World  Series  is  held. 

Street  Hockey  began  yesterday.  The  league  has  five 
teams,  and  games  go  through  Oct  18,  when  the  two  top 
teams  face  oil  in  the  championship  game, 

Sign-ups  arc  still  being  taken  for  men's  basketball  and 
flag  football.  Rosters  are  due  by  October  25  in  the  intra- 
mural office  located  in  the  Anthony  Building,  across  from 
the  Ti^^rer's  office. 


Next  week: 

Read  about  events  and  game  times  for 
FSC's  Homecoming  weekend,  Oct.  19-22. 


Be  sure  to  catchh  the  Lyp  Sine  contest 
sponsored  by  the  BSU  next  Wednes- 
day at  7:00pm  in  Percival  Auditorium. 


Tiffnay  Davis  battles  for  position  against  a  New  England  College  player. 


photo  by  Norman  Miller 


Volleyball  swept  by  Salem  State,  3-0 


by  Kris  Veno 
Staff  writer 

In  a  key  game  for  the 
MASCAC  conference  champi- 
onship, the  Fitchburg  State  vol- 
leyball team  lost  to  Salem  State 
last  Thursday  night,  3-0  at 
Parkinson  Gymnasium. 

"They  know  where  to  go  on 
the  court,  but  they're  still  learn- 
ing," said  head  coach  Bob 
Murray.  "(Their)  skills  aren't 
quite  adept  yet." 

In  the  first  set,  Fitchburg 
gained  control  early  and  went  on 
to  score  seven  of  their  ten  points 
with  Kristie  St.  Cyr  serving. 
Salem  called  a  time  out,  and 
from  then  on,  they  kept  fairly 
good  control,  and  went  on  to  win 
the  set,  15-10. 

The  second  set  saw  the 


teams  passing  control  back  and 
forth,  with  a  few  points  made 
mostly  by  Salem  State. 

Salem  then  had  a  scoring 
streak,  scoring  five  points  to 
make  it  12-5.  Fitchburg  man- 
aged to  score  once  more,  but 
SSC  went  on  to  take  the  win, 
15-6. 

In  the  third  set,  and  what 
turned  out  to  be  the  final  set, 
control  went  back  and  forth  be- 
tween the  two  teams.  Salem 
managed  to  hold  on  to  the  ball, 
enabling  them  to  score  two 
points  at  a  time  before  losing 
control  to  the  Falcons.  FSC 
managed  to  squeeze  in  five 
points,  but  Salem  took  the  win, 
15-5. 

"They're  trying  hard,"  said 
Murray.  "They're  coming 
along.  We  just  came  up  against 


a  better  team." 

The  Falcons  record  is  now 
2-1  in  the  MASCAC. 

FSC  participated  in  a  tri- 
team  meet  against  WPI  and 
Anna  Maria  on  Saturday,  with 
the  Falcons  sweeping  the  day. 

In  the  first  match,  Fitchburg 
beat  WPI  in  three  sets,  4-15, 15- 
4, 15-5,  with  Rebecca  Kiley  and 
St.  Cyr  having  strong  games. 

Fitchburg  swept  Anna  Maria 
15-3,  15-0,  with  St.  Cyr,  Jenni- 
fer Hart,  and  Karen  Whitney  all 
playing  well. 

FSC's  record  is  now  9-8,  and 
the  Falcons  are  on  the  road  until 
October  19,  when  they  take  on 
Framingham  State. 

Kris  Veno  is  a  Junior,  Early  Edu- 
cation/English Major 


Football,  continued  from  page  8 


line. 

"In  these  conditions,  you're 
not  going  to  score  real  quick," 
said  Woessner.  "We  figured  if 
we  got  it  back,  that  we  would 
have  a  chance  to  score." 

But  the  field  position  gave 
WSC  a  good  chance  to  score, 
and  the  Lancers  capitalized, 
with  Hanson  connecting  with 
Palumbo  with  a  44-yard  pass 
down  the  side  line  for  the  score, 


making  it  31-15. 

"We  had  to  do  that,"  said 
Cullen.  "They  were  still  only 
two  touchdowns  down.  That 
was  a  big  one." 

The  Lancers  recovered  a  Fal- 
con fumble  and  returned  it  to  the 
FSC  4-yard  line  with  less  than 
a  minute  left.  Instead  of  taking 
the  knee,  Cullen  called  for  the 
special  play  reserved  for  times 


like  that,  the  rub-in,  as  they  ran 
the  ball  in  from  4-yards  out. 
WSC  then  did  a  fake  extra-point 
attempt,  but  the  referees  called 
a  penalty,  and  the  Lancers  settled 
for  the  extra  point. 

Fitchburg  travels  to  Mass. 
Maritime  this  Saturday,  and  re- 
turn home  next  Saturday  to  host 
UMass-Darthmouth  at  noon 
time,  for  FSC's  homecoming. 


Directions  to JFitchborg  State's  next  football  game  at  Mass.  Maritime  at  1:00  PM  on  October  14. 

Directions  to  CDR  Memorial  Field; 
Route  495  south  to  Route  25  cask  Take  Exit  1  just  before  the  Bourne  Bridge.  Follow  signs  to 
Mass.  Maritime  Academy.  The  field  is  behind  Alumni  Gym»  which  is  the  first  building  on  the 

campus. 


SPORTS 


THE  STROBE 


October  II.  1995 


PAGE  S 


Worcester  State  Lancers  burn  Falcons  37-15 


by  Norman  Miller 
Sports  Editor 

The  Fitchburg  State  football 
team  was  within  a  point  at  the 
half,  but  faltered  in  the  second 
half,  losing  37-15  to  the  rival 
Worcester  State  Lancers  Satur- 
day at  Elliot  Field. 

"We  did  well,"  said  FSC 
coach  Mike  Woessner.  "This  is 
a  team  that  is  No.  1  in  our  league, 
three  or  four  in  New  England. 
They're  a  veteran  team,  and 
we're  a  young  team.  We  stuck 
with  them." 

Despite  playing  without 
captain  defensive  end  Matt 
Parks,  the  Falcons  defense 
played  well,  holding  WSC  to 
367  yards  of  offense,  only  130 
yards  on  the  ground. 

After  Jason  Dyer  fumbled 
the  ball  away  to  give  the  Lanc- 
ers the  ball  at  the  11  yard  line, 
the  Falcons  forced  Worcester 
State  to  go  for  a  field  goal,  and 
Jason  Ribeiro  hit  the  39-yard 
field  goal  to  give  the  Lancers  the 
lead  3-0. 

Fitchburg  State  came  back 


and  responded  with  a  10-play, 
68-yard  drive.  On  a  third-and- 
inches  play,  Dyer  tried  a  quar- 
terback sneak,  but  was  stopped 
for  no  gain.  On  fourth  down,  the 
Lancers  stacked  the  line,  and 
Dyer  hit  Jason  Lobik  with  a  17- 
yard  fade  pass  that  made  it  first- 
and-goal.  Dyer  then  hit  Keith 
Couto  with  a  6-yard  completion 
in  the  back  corner  of  the  end 
zone.  Worcester  blocked  the 
extra-point  attempt,  making  it  6- 
3. 

On  Fitchburg's  next  drive  in 
the  second  quarter,  the  Falcons 
opened  up  wjth  a  trick  play. 
Dyer  took  the  snap,  and  hit  Bob 
Raxasack  with  a  lateral  pass,  and 
Raxasack  hit  Lobik  with  a  52- 
yard  pass.  But  the  Falcons  had 
to  settle  for  a  29-yard  field  goal 
by  Jack  Naylor,  making  it  9-3 
with  9:02  left  in  the  half. 

"We  knew  they  were  prob- 
ably the  better  football  team,  so 
we  had  to  run  a  couple  of  gim- 
micks, and  we  got  lucky  on 
one,"  said  Woessner. 

"They  caught  our  secondary 
by  surprise,"  said  Worcester 


The  Falcon's  are  caught  in  a  pile-up  as 
State  coach  Brian  Cullen. 
"Hopefully  we'll  be  more 
aware  of  it  next  time." 

The  Lancers  went  on  a 
five-play,  52-yard  drive  to  take 
a  10-9  lead.  On  first  down 
from  the  twenty-two  yard  line, 
Dan  Hanson  hit  Ron  Palumbo 
for  the  score,  the  last  score  of 
the  half. 

"In  the  first  half,  we  didn't 
play  well,  and  Fitchburg  played 


they  try  to  earn  first  victory. 

real  well,"  said  Cullen.    "We 

played  a  good  second  half." 

Actually,  they  played  a  real 
good  second  half,  as  the  Lanc- 
ers scored  on  their  first  two  pos- 
sessions of  the  half,  making  it 
24-9.  On  the  first  touchdown, 
Eric  Lewis  ran  it  in  from  the  17- 
yard  tine.  On  the  second  touch- 
down, Hanson  connected  with 
Brian  Patria  with  a  62-yard  pass. 
Both  plays  were  the  first  play 


photo  by  Heather  Workman 
from  scrimmage. 

With  10:55  remaining  in  the 
game,  Fitchburg  State's  Peter 
Lombardo  intercepted  Hanson  at 
the  12-yard  line,  and  ran  it  back 
88-yards  for  the  score.  Dyer  was 
sacked  on  the  two-point  conver- 
sion attempt,  making  it  24-15. 

The  Falcons  attempted  an  on- 
sides  kick,  but  it  was  recovered 
by  the  Lancers  at  the  45 -yard 
cont.  on  page  7 


Women's  Soccer 

whip  Lancers  4-2    Men's  soccer  sends  WPI 

Engineers  packing  5-3 


by  Norman  Miller 
Sports  Editor 

The  Fitchburg  State 
women's  soccer  team  traveled 
to  Worcester  to  take  on  rival 
Worcester  State,  and  left  with  a 
win,  4-2,  and  a  Sterling  Cup 
point. 

The  Falcons  took  twenty 
two  shots,  compared  to  only  ten 
by  the  Lancers,  forcing  WSC 
goalie  Beckett  Augat  to  make 
fourteen  saves. 

FSC  took  a  1-0  lead  in  the 
first  period  with  13:40  remain- 
ing, with  Marie  McKenna  scor- 
ing the  unassisted  goal. 

The  Lancers  tied  it  up  with 
4:58  remaining  in  the  half,  with 
Melissa  Crowley  slipping  one 
by  Karen  Irving. 

Less  than  a  minute  later, 
Corey  Larkin  scored  on  a  pen- 
alty shot  to  give  Fitchburg  the 
lead,  2-1,  going  into  the  half. 


At  the  50:22  mark  of  the  sec- 
ond half,  senior  toward  Julie 
Robinson  received  a  nice  cross 
pass  from  Maryann  Barrett, 
making  it  3-1. 

But  the  Lancers  didn't  roll 
over  and  die,  as  Sara  Earle 
scored  with  32:35  left  in  the 
game,  making  it  3-2. 

Barrett  sealed  the  game  for 
the  Falcons  with  2:11  left  when 
Vicki  Davidson  set  her  up  for  the 
goal  to  make  it  the  final,  4-2. 

On  Saturday,  FSC  traveled 
to  Elms  college,  and  beat  the 
Blazers  4-1 .  Barrett  had  a  great 
game,  scoring  a  goal,  and  setting 
up  another. 

McKenna  and  Andrea  Kane 
scored  goals  for  the  Falcons,  and 
Stacy  Barrett  assisted  on  a 
Davidson  goal. 

FSC's  record  is  now  7-1-1, 
and  they  host  Westfield  State  this 
Saturday. 
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by  Norman  Miller 
Sports  Editor 

The  Fitchburg  State  men's 
soccer  team  needed  overtime  to 
do  it,  but  they  downed  WPI  5-3 
at  Elliot  Field  last  Monday  night. 
"I  don't  think  we  played 
very  well,"  said  Engineers  coach 
Malcolm  MacPherson.  "I  don't 
mean  to  take  anything  away 
from  them  (FSC).  They  played 
great." 

In  the  first  half,  neither  team 
had  much  success.  It  was  a  lot 
of  kick  and  run,  with  neither 
team  putting  much  pressure  on 
the  other  team's  goalies. 

Midway  through  the  half, 
Richard  Farrant  got  kicked  in  his 
side,  and  had  to  leave  the  game. 
He  was  later  taken  to  the  hospi- 
tal. 

For  the  half,  WPI  couldn't 
manage  a  shot,  while  the  Falcons 
had  nine  shots. 

"In  the  beginning,  we  played 
like  they  did,"  said  FSC  coach 
Marty  Aristegui.  "In  the  second 
half,  I  told  them  to  play  like  we 
do,  keep  the  ball  on  the  ground 
with  quick  passes." 

The  advice  seemed  to  work 
as  Jason  Richardson  had  a  direct 
kick,  which  went  to  Taka 
Adachi,  who  passed  to  freshman 
Dave  Paez  for  the  goal,  making 
it  1-0.  The  goal  was  Paez's  first 
of  the  season. 
"Dave  Paez,  today,  played  his 


best  game  for  us,"  said  Aristegui. 
"He  has  a  great  future  for  us." 

Less  than  two  minutes  later, 
the  Falcons  scored  their  second 
goal  of  the  game.  Richardson 
came  down  field  and  had  a  three 
on  two,  passed  to  the  right,  and 
Erwin  Urizandi  had  the  easy  shot 
at  goal,  making  it  2-0. 

"After  we  scored  two  goals, 
we  didn't  slow  down,  we  made 
mistakes,"  said  Aristegui. 

The  Engineers  cut  the  lead 
to  2-1  when,  after  a  corner  kick, 
Rad  Donaldson  headed  it  past 
Aaron  Hohos  for  the  goal. 

Mike  Couchon  set  up  WPI's 
next  goal  with  a  nice  cross  pass 
that  went  to  Kevin  Moran  for  the 
score,  tieing  it  at  2-2. 

Another  FSC  player,  Nathan 
Arnold,  had  to  leave  the  game 
due  to  an  injury.  He  was  hit  in 
the  back  of  the  head  when  go- 
ing for  a  header.  Arnold  did  re- 
turn for  the  overtime  periods. 

A  couple  minutes  later,  Tim 
Spence  for  WPI  was  awarded  a 
red  card  for  an  illegal  take  down, 
and  was  forced  to  leave  the 
game. 

"They  came  here  to  hit  us," 
said  Aristegui.  "We  play  soccer- 
nice,  clean  soccer." 

In  the  first  overtime,  Arnold 
took  over.  Arnold  scored  on  a 
direct  kick  from  about  twenty 
feet  out,  giving  FSC  the  lead  3- 
2. 


The  next  goal  for  Fitchburg 
came  when  Steve  Grico  kicked 
the  ball  over  everyone,  with 
Arnold  leading  the  back.  Arnold 
slipped  the  ball  by  the  sliding 
goalie  to  make  it  4-2. 

In  the  second  overtime  period, 
Adachi  extended  FSC's  lead  to 
5-2.  Paez  passed  to  Arnold,  who 
passed  to  an  open  Adachi  for  the 
score. 

WPI  slipped  a  meaningless 
goal  pass  Hohos  with  4  seconds 
left,  cutting  the  lead  to  5-3,  but 
time  ran  out  on  the  Engineers. 

On  Thursday  at  Eastern  Con- 
necticut State  University,  Fitch- 
burg State  had  their  four  game 
winning  streak  snapped,  2-1. 

The  Falcons  and  Warriors 
each  were  held  scoreless  in  the 
first  half,  Hohos  faced  six  shots, 
while  FSC  had  eleven  shots. 

The  second  half  saw  Mark 
Samuels  break  the  scoreless  tie 
20:21  into  the  second  half,  from 
an  assist  by  John  Natale. 

ECSU  added  another  goal  at 
73:59  mark  when  Samuels  and 
Natale  switched  roles,  with 
Natale  scoring  the  goal,  making 
it  2-0. 

Arnold  broke  up  the  shutout 
with  less  than  7:00  left  in  the 
game,  making  it  2-1. 

After  hosting  Bridgewater 
State  on  Tuesday,  the  Falcons  are 
on  the  road  until  October  17, 
when  they  host  Westfield  State. 


